
US officially recognizes Armenian genocide

President Joe Biden’s recog-
nition on April 24 of the system-
atic killing and deportation of 
Armenians as a genocide serves 
as a fragment of solace for the 
expatriated Armenian commu-
nity.

The events of 1915-1916, in 
which 1.5 million Armenians 
were massacred or died from 
starvation and illness due to 
systematic mistreatment at the 
hands of Ottoman forces, have 
been a delicate subject geopolit-
ically due to Turkey’s position in 
NATO. The Armenian commu-
nity has long called on the U.S. 
government to acknowledge the 
Armenian genocide, but Biden’s 
following through to do so has 
created tension abroad.

“Each year on this day, we 
remember the lives of all those 
who died in the Ottoman-era 
Armenian genocide and recom-
mit ourselves to preventing 
such an atrocity from ever again 
occurring,” Biden said. “Of those 
who survived, most were forced 
to find new homes and new lives 
around the world, including in 
the United States.

While former presidents 
have addressed the atrocities 
committed by the Ottoman 
Empire in the early 20th cen-
tury, they have deliberately not 
used the word genocide for fear 
of enraging NATO ally Turkey.

California is home to the 
largest Armenian population 
outside of Armenia, with over 
200,000 living in the greater Los 
Angeles area according to BBC 
News.

San Fernando Valley native 
Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Calif.) 
emphasized the importance of 
the president’s statement in a 
press release the same day. 

“Today’s recognition by 
President Biden and the feder-
al government allows for us to 
work towards true justice for the 
victims, while also ensuring we 
pass on critical lessons to future 
generations,” Padilla said.

The senator signed a letter 
earlier this year imploring the 
president to officially recognize 
the Armenian Genocide.

The president’s state-
ment comes in the wake of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh war, an 
armed conflict between the 
self-proclaimed Republic of 
Artsakh allied with Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. The conflict 
was sparked by aggression on 
the part of Azerbaijan, who was 
supported by Turkey. The war 
ended with a ceasefire after 
thousands were killed.

Lilit Petrosyan began her 
career at Valley College as an 
ESL student before becoming 
an English tutor at the writing 
center. She now works as admis-
sions and records assistant and 
faculty Liaison. 

“I am extremely apprecia-
tive of the attention Armenian 
students and employees receive 
from the LACCD and Valley 
in particular,” Petrosyan said. 
“We especially felt the support 
during the recent tragic events 
when Armenia was attacked 
by Azerbaijan with the help of 
Turkey and hired terrorists.”

Petrosyan explained the 
significance of recognizing 
the crimes committed by the 
Ottoman Empire as genocide, 
which she said led to the deaths 
of 6 million Armenians, a num-
ber far greater than is officially 
recognized.

“These events can be taken 
as clear evidence that if a crime 

stays unrecognized and the 
responsible parties do not face 
justice, they have a temptation 
to repeat,” said Petrosyan. “That 
is what we need to take from 
this, the history must be recog-
nized to avoid repetition of such 
crimes against humanity.”

Valley has offered webinars 
about Armenian culture over 
the past school year. Valley 
President Barry Gribbons, 
issued a statement regarding 
the Nagorno-Karabakh war in 
support of the Armenian com-
munity at the college.

“This violence is hav-
ing a profound impact on our 
Armenian community and I 
want to acknowledge the trauma 
the fighting is causing for our 
students, faculty, staff and their 
loved ones,” Gribbons said in the 
statement.

The California university 
systems announced on April 22 
a requirement that all students, 
faculty and staff on campus 
properties get COVID-19 vacci-

nations this fall once the FDA 
gives formal approval.  

The announcement for 
COVID-19 vaccines to be a 
requirement gives students and 
employees time to plan their vac-
cinations before the fall terms 
begin. The directive would allow 

for students or employees to seek 
an exemption based on medical 
or religious grounds. Current 
UC requirements for vaccina-
tions against such illnesses as 
measles, mumps, rubella and 
chickenpox allow for medical 
exemptions. 

“Together, the CSU and UC 
enroll and employ more than 
1 million students and employ-
ees across 33 major university 
campuses, so this is the most 
comprehensive and consequen-
tial university plan for COVID-
19 vaccines in the country,” Cal 
State Chancellor Joseph I. Castro 
said in an LA Times Article.

Both the UC and Cal State 
systems plan for mostly in-per-
son instruction and activities 
this fall, although the degree 
will vary by campus. Campuses 
are expected to continue safety 
practices like masking, distanc-
ing and hand-washing. 

UC officials have been work-
ing on a policy which concludes 
that vaccines were the most 
important tool to safely increase 

density on campuses. Students 
and campus faculty who receive 
an approved Exception or 
Medical Exemption may decline 
the COVID-19 vaccine by com-
pleting a Vaccine Declination 
Form and submitting it to the 
Location Vaccine Authority — 
the office responsible for imple-
menting a vaccination program 
for a location.

According to the University 
of California draft policy, 
“Individuals, including person-
nel and students, must receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine in order to 
access University Facilities and 
Programs in person, unless they 
have been granted an Exception 
or Medical Exemption and sub-
mitted a Declination Form to the 
Location Vaccine Authority.” 

As for California communi-
ty colleges, they would let the 
system’s 73 local districts make 
the decisions on the vaccination 
policy. LACCD has not yet decid-
ed whether they would require 
vaccines. 

California Community 
Colleges Chancellor Eloy Ortiz 
Oakley encouraged students, 
faculty and staff to get a COVID-
19 shot to speed a return to 
in-person instruction.

“Everyone should make a 
plan now to get vaccinated if 
they haven’t already,” said the 
Oakley.

UC president Michael V. 
Drake made it essential for stu-
dents and faculty to get inocula-
tions in order to return to in-per-
son learning as soon as possible.

“Vaccinations are a key step 
people can take to protect them-
selves, their friends and family 
and our campus communities 
while helping bring the pandem-
ic to an end,” Drake told the LA 
Times.

Valley Star | Stephen Castaneda
WREATHS- Community members leave flower wreaths to honor the victims of the Armenian Genocide at the Armenian Genocide 
Martyrs Monument. The Armenian Monument Council raised donations to build the monument and incorporated cone-shaped stee-
ples, characteristic of Armenian churches. The monument was unveiled on April 12, 1968 in Bicknell Park. Monday, May 3, 2021. Los 
Angeles, Calif.
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valley college monarchs are 
practicing back on campus.

this animated superhero show 
is a bloody good time.
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California’s universities will require vaccinations
The protocols and requirements for UC and Cal States will become mandatory in order for students to return to in-person learning on campus.

“This violence is 
having a profound 

impact on our 
Armenian commu-
nity and I want to 
acknowledge the 
trauma the fight-
ing is causing for 
our students, fac-

ulty, staff and their 
loved ones.”

- Barry Gribbons, Val-
ley College president

Joe Biden’s statement officially recognizes Armenian suffering after a tumultuous year, becoming the first president in U.S. history to do so.
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ROYCE HALL- UCLA is one of many California universities that will require all returning staff and 
students to be vaccinated against COVID-19 by the fall 2021 semester.
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Valley Star | Margarita Garushyan
PROTEST- More than 150,000 people take part at the March for Victory in Beverly Hills, Calif. in pro-
test against Azeri and Turkish aggression in Artsakh. Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020. (File Photo)
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“Mortal Kombat” has the 
fights, gore and cinematography 
to be considered a definite up-
grade over the 1995 original; how-
ever, it does not deliver that fatal 
blow audiences are looking for. 

Directed by Simon Mc-
Quoid, the film follows MMA 
fighter Cole Young (Lewis Tan) 
who is hunted by the menacing 
warrior Sub-Zero (Joe Taslim), 
finding sanctuary at the temple 
of the thunder god, Lord Raiden 
(Tadanobu Asano). Training with 
experienced fighters like Liu 
Kang (Ludi Lin), Kung Lao (Max 
Huang), and mercenary Kano 
(Josh Lawson), Young prepares 
to stand with Earth’s greatest 
champions to take on the ene-
mies from Outworld in an all-for-
nothing battle for the universe. 

The film also introduces oth-

er familiar characters from the 
“Mortal Kombat” world, includ-
ing Sonya Blade (Jessica Mc-
Namee), Jax (Mehcad Brooks) 
and Scorpion (Hiroyuki Sanada).

The cinematography and 
CGI in this film are remarkably 
beautiful; almost every shot in 
the film is dark, with a few ex-
ceptions of color. In a few fight 
scenes, the superpower anima-
tion (whether it included ele-
ments such as fire, ice, or even 
magic) are skillfully animated 
and well-constructed. The gore 
and death fatalities were off the 
charts, making the viewer feel 
uncomfortable in certain scenes. 
The fight scenes were captured 
just right, letting the audience 
know who the clear winner was. 
A notable example is the fight 
between Scorpion and Sub-Zero 
inside an abandoned warehouse 
filled with ice — the white-gold-
ish icicles of the ice cave contrast-
ed with the vibrant colors of the 

duo’s superpower destruction.
The music integrated into 

“Mortal Kombat” ties into the 
film perfectly thanks to Benjamin 
Wallfisch, who previously worked 
on “IT”, “Shazam” and “Blade 
Runner 2049.” The soundtrack 
played a crucial role during al-
most all of the fight scenes. 

The performances, for the 
most part, were average. Taslim 
was really the only actor who 
stood out as the antagonist, 
making up for some very dull 
written scenes. Lawson had a 
few scenes that caused some 
laughs, although his jokes be-
came a bit rushed later on.

The main problems with the 
movie are the poor character 
development and pacing. The 
pacing had the movie moving 
at high speeds (almost roller 
coaster-like) and never gave the 
audience a chance to get into the 
plot as much. For example, when 
each character is trying to unlock 

their arcana (inner power), the 
film spends too much time focus-
ing on the trials and lessons — al-
most adding a “Karate Kid” feel 
to it — that each champion has 
to overcome. Characters such 
as Young and Shang Tsung (Ng 
Chin Han) were poorly written 
and felt very underdeveloped. 
With stronger writing, those 
characters and backstories could 
have been improved greatly.

Although “Mortal Kombat” 
did not provide a ton in regards to 
character development and pace, 
other components like the action 
and gore make it strong enough to 
be considered as a passable film.

ELVIN GONZALEZ
STAFF WRITER

A superhero show that takes off in bloody fashion

REVIEW- Steven Yeun voices the superhero Mark Grayson, the 
main protagonist of the animated show “Invincible.” 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON STUDIOS

This new slab of paint 
on the superhero genre just 
so happens to be blood.

“Invincible,” adapted from 
Robert Kirkman’s comic book 
series, follows teenager Mark 
Grayson (Steven Yeun) as he 
deals with the trials and tribula-
tions of being the superhero son 
of the most powerful superhero 
on Earth — Nolan Grayson (J.K. 
Simmons), otherwise known as 
Omni-Man. The elder Grayson 
must battle his own inner de-
mons, including his identity 
and relationship with his wife 
Debbie Grayson (Sandra Oh). 

Amazon Prime Video’s 
“The Boys” created the brutal 
and action packed path for “In-
vincible” to see its journey in 
becoming the streaming ser-
vice’s next big hit. “Invincible” 
follows a similar path to its pre-
decessor as it hits each episode 
of its first season with passion.

Yeun’s voice throughout the 
season as Mark Grayson creates 
a pedestal for the series to launch 
off of from the get go. Oscar-win-
ning Simmons and Oscar-nomi-
nated Yeun have a performance 
chemistry that somehow finds 
its way onto the screen of an an-
imated television program. Both 
actors leave it all on the line, just 
as much as they would for an 
award-nominated feature film.

The broad spectrum of cast 
and characters give a multitude 
of background and plot for the se-
ries to explore. At times though, 
there are moments where the 
show could take a breath and 
show us the rest of its world. Even 
with hour-length episodes, “In-
vincible” still struggles at times 
to give each character its time.

That said, the story that “In-
vincible” does give us is dynamic 
and breathtaking. When watch-
ing sequences of action, one can 
only imagine the detail that the 
animatic and editing crew had 
to go through to make these 
moments occur. The horror 
from watching certain sequenc-
es over and over again could 

lead crew members needing a 
sleeping pill to sleep at night.

Gore is one thing that the 
style of the show does not shy 
away from. Blood is the largest 
recurring theme in the first sea-
son. Look away from the screen 
for a moment and the screen is 
filled with a new coat of red. Even 
though the show is animation and 
does not depict any real life possi-
bilities, it feels real. The realness 
keeps the tension in the room high 
and your heart skipping a beat.

The ending of the season 
leaves the viewer with many ques-
tions answered and yet newer 
questions just keep coming to the 

surface. Kirkman was able to turn 
his comic book series into a legit-
imate action packed program, 
just like he previously had done 
with AMC’s “The Walking Dead.”

As announced on Twitter, “In-
vincible” has been renewed for a 
second and third season on Prime 
Video. Any questions that viewers 
of the show may have a chance 
to be answered instead of the 
depressing dread of no renewal.

From episodes that leave the 
audience in awe and a breath-
taking season finale, season one 
of “Invincible” leaves the viewer 
wanting more as soon as possible.

BENJAMIN ROYER 
STAFF WRITER

TRiO lends a help-
ing hand to students

Valley College’s TRiO pro-
gram is helping first-generation 
students become successful by 
providing reliable resources.

The program offers a lot of 
services for its students such as 
counseling, tutoring and help 
with college applications. For 
new students to qualify, they have 
to be low-income, first-generation 
college students according to ap-
plicant requirements. TRiO is 
partnered with the Latino Book 
Fund, which is a nonprofit orga-
nization that offers scholarships 
to help provide students to get 
up to $400 a semester for books. 

Julia Mendoza, director of 
the TRiO program, is always 
welcoming new students that 
are looking for guidance to be 
successful community college 
students. The program is always 
accepting applications. They also 
have tutors available that will 
help students improve grades 
and boost their grade point aver-
age. With final exams just around 
the corner, students in the pro-

gram have access to tutoring at 
no cost. Students have the op-
tion to work in groups or have 
hour-long one on one sessions 
through appointment or walk-in.

TRiO Workshops have nu-
merous workshops such as 
resume writing, transfer tips 
and anxiety workshops. These 
workshops are essential re-
sources for students to become 
successful in their classes. 

“We try to encourage our stu-
dents to attend workshops,” said 
Mendoza during a phone call.  

The program also offers as-
sistance for students trying to 
decide what college they want 
to apply to and what factors play 
in the decision-making process. 
Students in the program go on 
field trips to visit universities 
which gives them a feel for the 
campus and what programs 
they have to offer at no cost. 

“Students should be hon-
est with themselves and 
know what they want out of 
a college,” said Mendoza. 

The TRiO program can help 
take off stress that comes with 
being a full or part-time college 
student. The ultimate goal at 
TRiO is to get students through 
college and transfer to a four-year 
university. If students decide not 
to go to college, they also help 
them look for employment once 
they are done earning their as-
sociates degree. Students can 
access these services by going 
to TRiO’s website and applying, 
or they can email and set up 
an appointment through video 
chat.  The program is accepting 
applications from now through 
mid-August for new students 
who will be attending Valley.

From the mind behind “The Walking Dead,” “Invincible” lifts the superhero genre to new heights with a bloody origin in this Amazon animated show.

The program is providing services to help ease the 
pressure off Monarchs.

ANTHONY LOPEZ 
STAFF WRITER

“Mortal Kombat” delivers a 
gory punch but not a fatality
While it delivers plenty of blood and gore, the new “Mortal Kombat” ultimately comes up short. 

REVIEW- Hiroyuki Sanada stars as Scorpion in the 2021 film “Mortal Kombat” that is streaming on HBO Max and available in theaters.
Photo  Courtesy of Warner Bros.

“Students 
should be hon-
est with them-

selves and know 
what they want 

out of a college.”

- Julia Mendoza, di-
rector of TRiO Program

Valley’S StarS

Rated R
Not worth the watch
Available on HBO Max

The Autry: not your father’s cowboy museum
The Autry Museum, located in Griffith Park, surprises visitors with thought-provoking and expansive, contemporary exhibits.

Ask anyone about the Au-
try Museum of the American 
West and they will likely talk 
about cowboys, horses, guns, 
saddles and the old, mythical 
‘Wild West’ in general. A visit to 
the museum’s campus in Grif-
fith Park reveals a surprisingly 
complex and thoroughly con-
temporary expression of the en-
vironment, history, people and 
places that make up the south-
western American landscapes. 

The museum is located at 
4700 Western Heritage Way in 
Los Angeles’ Griffith Park. After 
being closed for nearly a year, 
most of the Autry is now open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sunday. Pan-
demic measures are in effect at 
the museum; face masks are re-
quired for everyone over the age 
of 2, social distancing signs have 
been placed throughout the Au-
try, frequently touched surfaces 
are cleaned throughout the day, 

hand sanitizer is available at sta-
tions throughout the museum 
and capacity has been reduced.

There are enlightening 
exhibits highlighting cowboy 
culture. The newly renovated 
Cowboy Gallery, featuring new 
videos and a full-size chuck wag-
on, highlight the evolution of this 
iconic figure of the American 
West. The Journeys and Westen 
Frontiers galleries offer displays 
of the unique historical artifacts 
from the Autry and the Autry’s 
Southwest Museum collections.

The Autry also explores and 
showcases works of art in many 
forms representing the cultures 
and people that have historical-
ly made up the Western United 
States. Paintings, photographs, 
textiles, sculptures, clothing and 
machines in the “Art of the West” 
exhibit in the Autry’s Irene Helen 
Jones Parks Gallery of Art bring 
together what the Autry website 
refers to as a “dynamic and evolv-
ing world of art that springs from 
the cultural practices of some 
of the many peoples who have 
shaped the American West.” 

The Autry, to its credit, 
has broadened its scope. Bold, 
thought provoking and often 
disturbing contemporary ex-
hibits examine the current 
state of the American West 
and the history that led up to 
the state of the West today.

“The first of its kind to ex-
plore how shared values and 
interests have inspired artists 
from different cultures and 
times to create distinctive, pow-
erful works that speak to their 
experience of the West as both 
a destination and a home.”

The museum’s representa-
tions of Native American culture 
and history are especially notable 
for their honest, unflinching as-
sessment of both the current and 
past state of indigenous Ameri-
can people. The Autry’s George 
Montgomery Gallery invites 
visitors in for “When I Remem-
ber I See Red: American Indian 
Art and Activism in California.” 
The exhibition features Califor-
nia-based Native American artists 
whose works, as the Autry Muse-
um website says,  are meant to 

“restore aspects of ceremony, 
dance, language, and material 
culture.” The Bank of America 
Gallery features a fascinating 
look at how people interact with, 
are shaped by, and sometimes 
themselves shape western eco-
systems particularly in Califor-
nia. The “Salmon,” “Fire,” “Des-
ert” and “Plants’’ sections of  the 
“Human Nature” exhibit focus 
attention on four issues in Cali-
fornia that illustrate the effects 
of human activity on the ecology. 

One exhibit designed to in-
spire visitors to explore the muse-
um’s own back yard is “Investigat-
ing Griffith Park” in the Samuel & 
Minna Grodin Gallery. Long time 
Angelenos might be surprised to 
discover the remarkable history, 
expansive resources of the park. 

“The Griffith Park histo-
ry kind of stuck on to me the 
most,” said Garland Cheng 
from Temple City visiting 
the Autry with his family.  

For the full story, 
read our online version. 

JERRY OUGH 
STAFF WRITER

VALLEY STAR | JEREMY RUIZ
MUSEUM-  The Autry has recently reopened after being closed for 
over a year. The 33-year-old Los Angles museum has exhibitions 
dedicated to the history of the American West. 

Even though the 
show is animation 
... it feels real. The 
realness keeps the 
tension in the room 
high and your heart 
skipping a beat.

Valley’S StarS

Rated TV-MA
Worth the watch
Available on Amazon 
Prime Video
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A solution to mental pollution
The key to improved mental health can be found outdoors.

Although bundling up 
indoors is an easeful way 
to spend a rainy day or two, 
Americans should avoid tarry-
ing indoors and spend more 
time in natural environments. 

When going outside it is 
important to follow physical 
distancing guidelines, howev-
er, the CDC lists outdoor rec-
reation as safe activity for both 
vaccinated and unvaccinated 
people. 

Our homes offer a sense of 
security. A place to take a load 
off and unwind after a long day 
at the office. However, for  most 
Americans who had to trans-
form their bedroom into a cubi-
cle last year, time indoors may 
be doing more harm than good. 

Americans spend 90 per-
cent of their lives indoors 
according to the EPA, a num-
ber equivalent to more than 
seven decades inside for the 
average person. In the United 
States, life expectancy is 79 
years, leaving the average per-
son with less than eight years 
spent outside of a building. 
When put into perspective, 
people are doing themselves 
a disservice by only allowing 
such a short portion of their 
lives for outdoor activities. 

“Light, noise, sound and 
different circumstances are all 
things that help us grow,” said 
psychotherapist Laura Dabney 
in a statement to health and 
wellness site Livestrong. “Limit 
life to the confines of your 
four walls, and those kinds of 
healthy stimulation can easily 
fade away — not to mention set 
the stage for some unhealthy 
habits.”

Direct sunlight is an essen-
tial component to a healthy 
lifestyle but is easy to miss 
when stuck inside. Not only 
does sunshine provide vitamin 
D — a nutrient that 42 percent 
of Americans are deficient in 
— but they also regulate the 
body’s Circadian Clock. The 
“clock” is an internal 24-hour 

cycle that is calibrated each 
day by sunlight and is respon-
sible for regulating sleep, hor-
mones, body temperature and 
digestion. The rhythm is typi-
cally thrown off when traveling 
between time zones, commonly 
referred to at jet lag. When iso-
lated from the outdoor world, 
circadian imbalances can cause 
people to feel fatigued, which 
can be counterintuitive when 
the modern world demands 
people to be productive from 
home. ANot only do we sacri-
fice energy when we lock our-
selves indoors, but aA sepa-
ration from the natural world 
around us can lead to mental 
health and sleep disturbances.

PubMed Central, an archive 
of biomedical and life sciences 
journals at the U.S. National 
Library of Medicine, found a 
correlation between consistent 
home-staying and poor men-
tal health. The study followed 
2,392 individuals during the 
stay-at-home order, with no 
prior history of mental illness. 
After the mandated order, 60 
percent of participants experi-
enced depression, 53 percent 
experienced sleep disturbance 
and 76 percent had circadian 
disorders.

Spending time in natural 
environments refocuses the 
mind and alleviates mental 
burdens, which is why it is so 
important to develop an inti-
mate relationship with mother 
nature. 

According to a study by 
Stanford University, spending 
time in nature reduces activ-

ity to the region of the brain 
associated with depression. 
Researchers found that neu-
ral activity in the subgenual 
prefrontal cortex — the area 
responsible for behavioral and 
emotional regulation — was 
reduced after a short stroll in 
nature. 

“This finding is exciting 
because it demonstrates the 
impact of nature experience on 
an aspect of emotion regula-
tion – something that may help 
explain how nature makes us 
feel better,” said lead author 
Gregory Bratman, a grad-
uate student in the Stanford 
Psychophysiology Lab and 
the Center for Conservation 
Biology.

Although time spent out-
doors is scientifically proven to 
boost mental health, many peo-
ple do not take advantage of the 
cost-free therapeutic benefits. 

A 2019 study by the 
Outdoor Foundation found that 
nearly half of the U.S. popu-
lation does not participate in 
outdoor recreational activities, 
and less than 20 percent got out 
at least once a week. Within the 
last year, people have become 
stuck in the routine of working 
from home or remote learning, 
making it easy to forget about 
the world beyond four walls. 

Walking a short lap around 
the neighborhood to soak up 
sun can stimulate both the 
body and mind promoting vital-
ity and mental well-being. 

The benefits of the outdoors 
can be experienced with less 
than 20 minutes a day. Just two 
hours a week spent in nature 
has been proven to reduce anx-
iety and boost morale., a small 
sacrifice to make when faced 
with the opposition.  

Taking a small portion of 
the day to get outside — even 
if it is not spent exercising — 
can go a long way in advancing 
mental and overall well-being, 
which is why it should be a cru-
cial part of everyday life. 

Waive IP rights for 
COVID-19 vaccines

The fastest way to end 
COVID-19 is to achieve herd 
immunity across the globe, not 
just in one country. However, 
there are two hindrances to the 
wide-spread distribution of vac-
cines around the world: intel-
lectual property of vaccination 
recipes and the ability to build 
factories and procure the raw 
materials necessary to manu-
facture vaccines in low-income 
countries. 

The vaccination rate around 
the world is practically non-ex-
istent while in a handful of 
wealthy countries like the U.S, 
Britain, Chile, and Israel 30 per-
cent or more of the population 
has received at least one dose, 
according to Our World in Data. 
Unless vaccinations are distrib-
uted equitably around the world, 
the lockdowns of 2020 will hap-
pen again. 

Achal Prabhala, Benny 
Kuruvilla, Burcu Kilic and 
Dana Brown —  a group of writ-
ers, lawyers, and researchers 
—  diagnosed the IP issue in a 
piece for the Guardian back in 
October 2020.

“A suspension of pharma-
ceutical monopolies, even tem-
porary, is what the world needs,” 
they wrote. “It would mark a 
crucial turn in the right direc-
tion, in a moment of exhaustion 
and panic. As the COVID-19 
pandemic aggressively advanc-
es, the WTO [World Trade 
Organization] has the opportu-
nity to sway the planet away 
from monopoly medicine, and 
towards a new planetary health 
system.”

South Africa and India’s 
recent petition to the WTO that 
attempted to waive COVID-19 
related intellectual property was 
opposed by wealthy countries 
including the U.S. and U.K., who 
claimed that removing intellec-
tual property rights would sti-
fle innovation. While IP rights 
for vaccinations have not yet 
been waived, the WTO talks are 
ongoing. 

In addition to stifling innova-
tion, the wealthy countries (that 
unsurprisingly contain the com-
panies that have the IP rights 
over vaccinations) claim that, 
even if they waived IP rights, 
poorer countries would need to 

have factories approved and be 
given adequate funds to procure 
raw materials. While this is cer-
tainly true and a daunting task, 
surely it is a better path forward 
than the current one in which 
countries that cannot produce 
vaccines must wait for newly 
developed ones or until wealthy 
countries have surpluses and 
send the leftovers to them. 

All of the Moderna and 96 
percent of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccines that will be produced 
in 2021 will go to 14 percent of 
the world’s population. At least 
90 percent of people in low-in-
come countries will not receive 
a single vaccination dose this 
year, according to The British 
Medical Journal.

Joel Abrams wrote in 
an article published in The 
Conversation —  a network of 
nonprofit media outlets that pub-
lishes articles by academics and 
researchers —  that the longer 
the virus is allowed to fester in 
countries around the world, the 
more likely it is that COVID-19 
will mutate into more deadly and 
contagious variances. It is possi-
ble that vaccinated populations 
would not be shielded from such 
a variance.

“Think of it like an enemy 
altering their military uniform, 
becoming less recognisable to 
the opposing army,” Abrams 
wrote.

While it is heartening that 
the U.S. is on its way to achiev-
ing herd immunity through a 
high percentage of its popula-
tion being vaccinated, global-
ization has created a world in 
which herd immunity cannot 
feasibly be viewed on a country 
by country basis.

“With the interconnected-
ness of countries and regions 
around the world, no single pop-
ulation lives in total seclusion,” 
wrote Abrams.  “No particular 
population is safe unless all pop-
ulations are safe.”

The vaccine hoarding 
and secrecy displayed by the 
wealthy countries of the world 
evokes a new rendition of an old 
adage about teaching a man how 
to fish: give a country vaccines 
and vaccinate a small amount of 
their population, or teach a coun-
try to make vaccinations and 
end COVID-19 before it mutates 
into something vaccines cannot 
fight. 

ISAAC DEKTOR
STAFF WRITER

Pharmaceutical monopolies and the national-
ization of vaccines will cause the pandemic to 
go on longer than it has to.

A major overhaul is needed for the LASD
In the face of reports of deputy gangs and police shootings nationwide, our sheriff’s department needs to be restructured to serve 
its constituents properly.

Wikimedia Commons | Eric Polk 
SHERIFFS- Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Command Truck on display at Public Safety Day in Lakewood, California. Feb. 2008. 

SOREN BLOMQUIST  EGGERLING
STAFF WRITER

Ten miles from an ongoing 
trial that has placed American 
police brutality in an interna-
tional spotlight, another black 
man has been killed by police. It 
is clear that immediate, radical 
change is needed in the coun-
try’s law enforcement. Looking 
locally, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Department is a great place to 
start.

According to their website, 
the LASD, which serves much of 
Los Angeles County, is the larg-
est sheriff’s department in the 
world. The Sheriff’s Department 
patrols 153 unincorporated com-
munities and 42 cities that hire 
them, run our county jails, and 
even police community colleges, 
including Valley. Their influence 
and control are vast. 

After recent reporting on 
deputy gangs from Knock LA 
and others, it is clear that there 
is a culture of lawlessness and 
violence endemic to parts of the 
LASD that cannot be addressed 
without a reallocation of resourc-
es, if not entirely disbanding the 
department.

First acknowledged in the 
1970s, deputy gangs within the 
LASD have been a persistent 
source of violence and crime 
whose actions have rivaled some 
of the street gangs they police. 
The deputy gangs have shared 
tattoos, go through an initiation 
process, and view getting into a 
shooting as “a definite brownie 
point,” according to one anony-
mous deputy who spoke to CBS 
News.

This culture and line of work 
can take people with the best 
of intentions and make them 
unrecognizable to even them-
selves. A therapist who has 

seen cops for a number of years 
said that the transformation is 
remarkable. He recalls one cli-
ent in particular who he watched 
turn from an ebullient rookie 
into a jaded veteran with ques-
tionable values.

“I have a fiance from 
Mexico,” the officer told the 
therapist, “and I’m becoming a 
racist.”

It would be inaccurate to 
classify this problem as being 
limited to the police force’s foot 
soldiers. As deputy gang mem-
bers, like undersheriff Timothy 
Murakami,  have been trans-
ferred and promoted through-
out Los Angeles County, their 
influence runs deep. Even 
self-purported reformer Alex 
Villenueva, Sheriff of Los 
Angeles County, was quoted by 
Knock LA during a L.A. County 
Board of Supervisors meeting as 
saying, “We were all Cavemen,” 

when referring to an East LA 
deputy gang called the Cavemen 
which existed while he was sta-
tioned there. 

For those hoping for a mid-
dle ground, the trial of former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin offered hope that if cops 
can be held accountable through 
the legal system and American 
policing can be reformed. 
However,  Chauvin was cast as 
a bad apple by the officers and 
experts who testified against 
him without acknowledging the 
role the system had in teaching 
and enabling his behavior. Being 
a law enforcement officer does 
not mean one is inherently evil, 
but casting off a few officers as 
miscreants ignores that the sys-
tem is rotting from the core.

 Creating effective change 
is not possible by keeping these 
systems in place. With gang 
influence throughout the LASD 

and powerful unions putting 
roadblock after roadblock in the 
way of both minor and substan-
tial reforms, there is no way to 
negotiate progress.

Los Angeles needs to decon-
struct its current forms of law 
enforcement and pivot to a com-
munity policing model. Law 
enforcement should be focused 
on building relationships with-
in communities and working 
to help solve problems, not 
punish and demonize citizens. 
Although there have been some 
complaints from activists sur-
rounding non-local officers, the 
city of Camden, New Jersey had 
success with disbanding and 
reorganizing their police depart-
ment, as evidenced by a 95 per-
cent decrease in excessive force 
complaints according to its for-
mer police chief in an interview 
with NPR.

Social workers should 

replace police officers in a 
number of mental-health relat-
ed calls, an approach recently 
employed in Denver that led to 
zero arrests on 748 calls in its 
first six months. Denver Police 
Chief Paul Pazen called the pro-
gram “common sense.” 

And independent citizen 
review boards need to play a 
major part in determining police 
discipline, instead of clandestine 
arbitration processes that often 
retain offending officers and seal 
their records. Olugbenga Ajilore 
of the Center for American 
Progress emphasizes, “The key 
to their success, however, is 
independence from law enforce-
ment.”

The phrase “Defund the 
Police” is unpalatable to some, 
but in recognizing the options 
reality has presented, replacing 
the police may be the only way 
to stop these rampant injustices.

MARCOS FRANCO
NEWS EDITOR 

According to a 
study by Stanford 
University, spend-
ing time in nature 
reduces activity to 
the region of the 
brain associated 
with depression.
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BASEBALL- Bobby Velasco, in the red shin guards, catches a few pitches. Like other freshman on the team, 
he has had very little time on the Valley College field or in play but is looking forward to playing. Monday, 
May 3, 2021. Los Angeles, Calif. 

Valley Star | Stephen Castaneda
FOOTBALL- Valley College football players condition on Monarch Stadium wearing wristbands, ensuring 
completion of their symptom screening questionnaire in addition to their temperatures being taken. Tuesday, 
May 4, 2021. Los Angeles, Calif. 

Valley Star | Arevik Saroyan
WOMENS SOCCER- Lead by Head Coach Melissa Fernandez women’s soccer team stretch outdoors in the Valley College Monarch Stadium. The women’s 
soccer team is preparing to participate in an upcoming August tournament. Monday, May 3, 2021. Los Angeles, Calif. 

Valley Star | Stephen Castaneda
PRACTICE- Freshman Celia Farias warms up with the women’s water polo team at the 
Aquatic Center in Valley College. Tuesday, May 4, 2021. Los Angeles, Calif. 

Valley Star | Stephen Castaneda
WOMENS WATERPOLO- Freshman Victoria Groberman swims with the women’s water 

polo team at the Aquatic Center in Valley College. Tuesday, May 4, 2021. Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

After a year 
away, Valley 
college 
athletes 
welcomed back 
on campus

Valley College student athletes 
have been allowed to condition on 
campus after being away since the 
pandemic shut down the school last 
year.

Student athletes are required to 
complete a symptom screening on 
the LAVC Safe app and get their 
temperature taken by an athletic 
trainer. 

Following their check-in, athletes 
are provided wristbands ensuring 
they have been checked in and safe 
to condition for the day.
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Home turf  
conditioning for 
Monarchs


